9o                               GREAT AMERICANS

They would not understand that in fighting Napoleon
Britain was fighting a tyrant who was endeavouring to
enslave Europe, and was therefore the foe of all freedom-
loving men. They resented the interference with their
ships and the loss of their trade. Once already they had
had to fight Britain for their freedom, and on that occa-
sion France had come to their aid, and so now, with-
out troubling to decide on which side justice lay, they
came to hate Britain, while they looked upon France as
a friend. At the same time there were many Americans
who coveted Canada, and saw their opportunity, while
Britain was fighting France, of invading that country,
driving the British out, and adding it to their own
broad territories.

So it came about that, on June 18, 1812, war was
again declared between Great Britain and the United
States, It was a war which brought suffering to both
countries and gain to neither. The attack on Canada
was a miserable failure, and of the two nations the
States suffered more, for, having the stronger fleet.
Great Britain set up a blockade all along the American
coast, and soon reduced American trade to vanishing
point.

Now we return to Robert Fulton and the first steam-
driven warship. By building this ship, which was called
Fulton the First, the American government hoped to
have a vessel which would play havoc among the
sailing vessels of the British fleet, and so break the
stranglehold of the blockade. ITie ship herself was
launched in 1814, and had two hulls with a single great
paddle-wheel placed between them which gave her a